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and Scott's early friend Lord Melville. "The Prince
and Scott," says Mr. Croker, "were the two most bril-
liant story-tellers in their several ways, that I have ever
happened to meet; they were both aware of their forte,
and both exerted themselves that evening with delightful
effect. On going home, I really could not decide which
of them had shone the most. The Eegent was enchanted
with Scott, as Scott with him; and on all his subsequent
visits to London, he was a frequent guest at the royal
table." The Lord Chief Commissioner remembers that
the Prince was particularly delighted with the poet's
anecdotes of the old Scotch judges and lawyers, which his
Eoyal Highness sometimes capped by ludicrous traits
of certain ermined sages of his own acquaintance. Scott
told, among others, a story, which he was fond of telling;
and the commentary of his Eoyal Highness on hearing
it amused Scott, who often mentioned it afterwards.
The anecdote is this: A certain Judge, whenever he
went on a particular circuit, was in the habit of visiting
a gentleman of good fortune in the neighborhood of one
of the assize towns, and staying at least one night, which,
being both of them ardent chess-players, they usually
concluded with their favorite game. One Spring circuit
the battle was not decided at daybreak, so the Judge
said, "Weel, Donald, I must e'en come back this gate
in the harvest, and let the game lie ower for the pre-
sent; " and back he came in October, but not to his old
friend's hospitable house; for that gentleman had, in the
interim, been apprehended on a capital charge (of for-
gery), and his name stood on the Porteous JBoll, or list
of those who were about to be tried under his former
guest's auspices. The laird was indicted and tried ac-
cordingly, and the jury returned a verdict of guilty.
The Judge forthwith put on his cocked hat (which an-
swers to the black cap in England), and pronounced the
sentence of the law in the usual terms: "To be hanged
by the neck until you be dead; and may the Lord have

